The teamdrop {anh
the anly classc
mocessory for Gregs
Volkswagens. He
fonred o passcager-
e towing
mirrar on =Ray
and abtained a
repruduction roal
rack lrom the LS.
Greg loves skling,
&0 he 1ies 1o
diaplay his YW at
clasgio car ahaws
with & pair of ald
skis and an aging
sLitcase on the
roof rack. The
IERFELrop i mat
artly 1 fne piece
afl Australia’s
t‘nF.'l'ﬂ.Iﬂ.l'lint:
hi=story but is
atill im u=e a8 8

engine. Top speed when touing is anund
Blkm/h aml siower on hills. When Greg
travelled en a freeway south of Sydney,
his rig attrocted heaps of arteniion and
mther motorists weren't hathersd by hita
slow pace,
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CARAVANS

practical camper,
and Greg describes the interior of the
teardrop ks “cosy. mot clausiroephobic”,
For meore irdormation on this umasaal
touring combsnation, contact Oreg Norris
by emnailing nornlodgeT a8 hatmadl.com, or
phome (412 134 B61. =
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4246 Midland Highway, Epacen. WVieln
Ph: 03 5448 4800 AH: 0419
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Le: Cosy interior, Above: The hardwood chassis,
dxcle, suspension and steal-rim wheals werz

Ehe oaly items that weren't replaced during the
restoratian of this ieandrog, SUch was is condtios
vitien Greyg boaght it
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Special Feature

R RDD AND IS ELITHE HALL

WHO SAID BIGGER IS BETTER? TEARDROP CARAVANS GET
ADMIRING GLANCES WHEREVER THEY GO.

VEMVOne scems o love teardrop

curavans, They are sl endugh po

s cuite, and old enougrh (o be o real
nastalgin trip. And the uncamentomal
layout catches people by surprise cvery
time, with the intersor being a bed and the
rear hatch opening to reveal an al fresco
kitchen, This s delimibely carmvanning with
atrrude.

Back in the 194905 mnd 50s, when
tequrd rop cCOFIVONE Wene MOore camimon, Ty
were papiular for different reasons. Cors
weren'l so powerfiul in those days, so these
lightwe .|3|-_r_ aerodyniBmiEe CArmyiins were
ideal. On top of that, many people couldn’
afford fo !_;u:.'.; full-gize carman, s badlding
one of these [Ny CAmpers Was an attracilyve
-3 “¥EILLI wel] Ppech
There were plenty of options available,

Yo could start with a boale of plans and
iy youur o Ehungs, buy o kit and put it
fogether yoursell, or bary a fully assembiled
tenrdrop from a manufaciurer. Do ©
their amall size and the era they camse

frorm, most of these caravans are made of
i,:]!,-.-,-u_'u;l Hirwever, some were mode from
aluminium sheeting siphaned fram the
alreraft indhsiry

In the 159605, teardrops [0k on & new
lease of life when they became the ideal
curaan to o behind o hotrod of muisce
=ar. The image of a Mustang and teardrop
cruising down the open highway became
part of the drocam of ihe great cutdeors,
Todoy, vou still see teardrop cormvans
aft hatrod mests and &t vintage carsmn
gatherings.

As vou will s8¢ on Illl'fllllil'.'r'.rlj;;?.l.t\-:':-l.
teardrops come in bawo slightly diflerent
shapes: ane has o rear end that tapers bo A
point, so the profile |5 like o classic dravaing
of o tcar drop; the other has o rounded
rear end, a0 the profile is basically an oval
shape. Maxl people have o preflerenoe b
ofy: or the other, but they bath count as
teardrops

Mozt teardrops have the same basic
diesign. The tioar of the interor bedroom s

il withy & rouat iress mnd hins '\.".I;,.l"!:-.l.l.ll|'\1
and shebves scattensd around the walls
There ane doors on baoth gides for conmvenient
access. The rear hatch opens upamrds to
reveal A small kitchen with basic cooking
implements and drawers {or storage.

But of course, variety is the spice of life
S0 EYEIVONE manages o personolse thedr
teardrop. Some ewners [l thelr ciarmymn
with memcrnbilia ke ioeboxes and metho
sioes. Dibers inslall modern aped Snies
likoe mibcromwaves and DV D plavers, usually
hicdclen out of sight in retro-looking
K |,|;:h:4| rel=. Some even build big tenrdmps,
with the tymcal :’-I‘ul;aﬂ:'. bt big enough to
gtand up inside and to have a table and
chalrs s well

Dieapite the ndvent of huge fnmily

coravans with all med cons and an onbaared
UL R r|-.|1'|:| T CArnyans hirve reever
really pone awny. You stll see them in Luse
And as rising petrol prices push us back o
simatller cirs, !-:'::.:|:|rl.-|.l:. Ty himve arwotiher
Ieylay.



















