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Pull up your bobbysocks, because Teardrops are
back, baby! Roothy checks out the custom-made
Aussie Teardrop Campers... they're bitchin

ooth and Fobb CGox
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v mate, Reiner Gudd, s best deseribod o= a bit occeon-
tris. Grermun bormn, he came (o Australia in his 20s
biscause “they take life oo serously over there™, He's
gob o work ethic that's more "have a drink and think about it® (&
a mel and he's gl o superh sense of humour = the poor buggor
wig 8 born Australian before he even gol here!

Having trained as an electrician, he found working in
Aunstrodim meant having aocrack al whatover e wanied too
Like 50 many ather skilled migrants, Reiner found iz niche
i L ClRrnvin :..-|l.--!:_'. A was so0n owning and running
Inclory pri wlucing custom carnvans 20 Vedrs before thal wis
cofsidered normal

After a
11

off a it and repair other people’s caravans instead, Wiosrl i

CRESCERORE O Say O [ranCciing oo Ketrner docidod o e

his reputation for quality and fairmess made him so

[T L what siniriled e Basieg ||li_|'\_:||l_:_ qiirted] Lo lisiek

like work. Before long, Reiner was looking for something to do
that wasn't so serions!

ow anybody else with his skills and abilitics would have
been raking it in right now with the huge boom the carvan
HHIUSLEY IS eXPeEriencing Irue to form, Reiner's heading off in
his own direction again, building something he loves, rather
than tryving to exploit a niche market. With this big bloke, life is
all about enjoying it on the way through, rather than simply
making a bhuck
lhese little units wer

Hence Lhe .-..l'.l'll'i-l'l'\- VY |I|.=|I|:.|‘

back in the late 19308 with Americans looking Tor somet hing

FOUSD fhdin i tent 0o 2o Camping in \i..'..r CLmping wins

MOT
popular, but bad roads meant caravans weren't an option
with the Increases in fuel mobors and

prices, simalle nteres
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Tep Laft: This is the view from bed, sort of,
With feet tucked under the shelf, it's sasy 1o
raach the radio and interlor light. Sound
quality Is axcellent and thars's more packing
roam than you'd think

Top Right: Just try getting the kids out of
the Teardrop! It's so cute my tribe wouldn't
leave it alone, and young Tom got so carried
wwrny he offered to clean it! Try that with a
23-lfooter!

Above: Under the well-sealed boot lid is the
kitchen-come-cupboard space. You can easi-
Iy imagine a_small gas cooker, backed up by
a car fridge and basin, It wouldna't ba hard te
fit & tank, tap and slnk i required

Abowe Right: Chassis and suspension is as
simple as it comes and wall sulted to the
measly 320kg weight. Lightwalght maybe,
but tough with it = we pulled it off-road with
no fear at all. No brakes required at andar
hal the TE0kg limit

Of course, none of that bothered
Reiner much; he'd always liked the
shape and wanted to build one for him-
self and his lady Sam. At that stage,
Reiner was involved in the trike game;
those crazy three-wheeled motorbikes
powered by Volkswagen engines,

He and Sam, always keen campers,
were travelling all over the country and
he was sick of putting up tents and
packing them down again. The small
dimensions of a Teardrop meant it could
be towed behind their trike easily. In
fact, they've been towed by motorcycles
just as successfully.

But like everything Reiner does, people

started to take more than a passing inter-
st in his Teardrop. A friend asked him to
make one, then another, and another and
pretty soon Reiner didn't have time to
build anything except more Teardrops.

Starting with a galvanised and powder-
coated steel chassis that he designed and
builds himself, running on leaf springs and
trafler wheels, Reiner's Teardrops get their
dimensions from the original concept,
which was that everything had to be cut
out from a 4ft by 8ft sheet. That's how
plywood and aluminium always came, so
that is how hig a Teardrop is. There's a
choice of plain aluminium or powder-coat-
ed finishes for the exterior sheeting.



Inside, be"s built plywood shelves and
cupboards. and the boot is also very
useful, especially for carrying kitchen-
typee studl.

The base model only has one door,
but. 50 far almnst every Teardrop
Reiner's built has got the two-door
option, | had no trouble at all getting
my 100kg bulk in and out and found the
nights 1 slept in the Teardrop where as
comfortahle &8 any carsvan. The Noor i
covered by a high-density foum matiress
and there's enough room for & six-foot-
er to sleep. The Teardrop shape means
all the space is sround your hesd, so
there's no sense of classtrophobin and
plenty of room o shuffle in and out of a
change of clothes

I'd like to report on the towing char-
acteristics, but that's slmost impaossible.
Why? Because you can't feel it, that's
why! Hooking up is easier than wheeling
ot the laswnmower = the ball weight is

| cuv=l

A DT e

-
LI

only H0kg — and the serodynamic body
shape and light weight mears the
Teardrop just tucks in and tows withoul
& care in the world,

Similarly, it doesn’t ke much space
b store and most mate ks the most easily
manceiTed "caravans” e ever had
anything 10 4o with,

Don't confiuse lightweight with wesk
though, as these Teardrops have already
proven themselves over huge distunces
through all parts of Australls withoul
any probiems.

During our 1est period, the "drop was
towed up several looss dint racks at
speed, where it stayed exactly behind
the tow vehicle: and was put through is
paces up some ugly racks ot Black
Duck Guily, Onoe agam, no protlems at
all, and if you did get i stuck, recovery
is a5 easy ms lifng it out!

There wis fo change i the fuel con-
surnplion of the Jeep and even behind

iher wife's small 1.61 cor, the perform-
e difference wisn't noticeabbe. Thank
hezvens we could see it in the mirmor

In fuct, the only ‘probiem’ [ hoad was
the nugestog barrage of people who
winted (o ook and wlk about the litthe
Teardrug. Most people thought it fosst
s m restored vintage carnvan, but
everybody thought it locked cute. Wish
Uiy saéd the same abowt me...

All that and [ can't faukt the littie
unit's comfort factor &t all. During one
chilly night on top of a windy hill, 1 was
s sy s A bug wrapped up in o doona
in U Teardrop. On & hot cosstal night,
se ihwars on either side and the roof
vent were all opened to make the most
of e breeze, and with the screens shit,
the knsects were kept out teo, You cun
have & hell of & lot more to do cxnctly
Lhe ssane thing!

Mus, Usere's no kitchen, bt there's
space o pus all the things you need for



cooling and washing up under the back
il Heiner knows he could have
imstalled o sink or a water tank or what-
ever, bud felt anything that complicated
the sheer simplicity of his Teardrops
probably wasn't worth it

We carriod & coupde of BL water con-
tairers, & bucket and bowl, & small camp
stove and a plenbe set in the back ard
ficare] that easy nocess made mocking up
i I|l.|.| iir 8 NK ||| al® l'-L'|:| i Wil AR
way Yes, yoed me ol 0 the opser Dail sanee
oy o't mikned thar = undess it's raindeg,

As far ma features go, the motorcycle
hattery {charnged Lovw e bibele

tiackend in The penr poeers e extieror

ey Bl
ane] interior light= and & quality rsdiodCD
A spepker=, Beiner Hkes lus sk anid
e 1 o) il "|.'_| it & | Fikess LW
eaplains their maeisson. Bol when you e
all ekl up with o basok, theres nist
much differenoe etween el hiore of

in & phash motel moom;, this side of a cow

ple of hundred dolkars anyway

Yep, and now t's all happening again.
From pottering around bullding the
pecasional Teandrogy for himsell and
friends, Reiner's now pretty mioch back
o el Full-time.

That's okay, he loves his litthe
Teardrops, but rather than doing the
‘hire staff and grow thing', Reines's quite
happy to have Liew Jenkins, a very tal-
ented chap in his own right, come ower
and help out. Having been friends for 20
years, Reiner knows Liew’s work and
input ks superb, bat mone importantly,
Liew won't get pressurcd into taking
things too seriousty cither!

‘This still leaves ws with a hell of &
quandary. Having fved with one of my
mete's Teardrops (or 8 month or mane, 1

can't help wondering why anybody
would meed msch more! Easily stored
[the biggest problem ks keeping kids out
of it) and easily towed, it offers a very

comforable night's sheep anytime and
anywhere and kept the camping and
coking gear alogether too,

The ondy thing I'd like is some sort of
anmeste 50 that there's a bit of outside
shade and arsther opton other than sat-
fing in the rain. Reiner tells me he and
Liew mre alrency worldng on that, or at
least they will be after thedr coffee... ol

Auisia Toardrop Campars
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Weight._ 320k
Base Frce: - S87150
Frice a5 Testad $59500

(et-roed Prica §12.500

Aussis Teardrop Campers

Tok: [07) 3200 1338

Email; rainargdbigpord not an

Waehsitn: wianw nemsintaandrops com



